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Producer/Director’s Notes
Welcome everyone to our Bard on the Bandstand 
production of The Taming of the Shrew. One of 
Shakespeare’s finest comedies, it has enjoyed 
success on stage and screen with characters that 
are easily recognizable and highly entertaining. 

Baptista has two daughters, Katherine and Bianca, both of whom are 
of marriageable age. Unfortunately for Baptista, Katherine is a young 
woman who isn’t afraid to speak her mind and doesn’t suffer fools 
gladly thus gaining a reputation among local gentlemen as a shrew. 
They all want to marry the far more benign Bianca. Baptista declares 
that no one may marry the fair Bianca until Katherine is wooed and 
married. Thus, the mayhem ensues! Deceptions and plots are the 
order of the day. Petruchio loves a challenge and Lucentio loves 
Bianca. Will love win out?

Like all community theatre productions, what seems so effortless 
is only arrived at through the hard work and dedication of everyone 
who is involved on stage or off. It’s true, there are no small parts. 
Everyone is important regardless of their particular role in the 
production. We all do this because of our love of theatre and the sheer 
joy of being part of a performance.

We couldn’t, and wouldn’t, do this without the participation of you, 
our audience. You are what makes theatre possible. Your support 
and encouragement is what makes community theatre a vibrant and 
thriving art form. 

Thank you, dear audience. A great and heartfelt thanks to all the 
generous sponsors who donated to our raff le to help raise funds to 
keep us going. Thank you, too, to the City of Maple Ridge, the City 
of Pitt Meadows, and the Arts Council without whose support and 
commitment Bard on the Bandstand simply wouldn’t be possible.

				    ⋅ Simon Challenger
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We thank these generous sponsors for their support of 
Bard on the Bandstand

would like to give a special thank you to the following:

Bard on the Beach for their loan of a lute in the true spirit of the 
community of theatre. We are grateful.

Ashif at Sure Print and Copy for being there whenever we have 
needed him.

Aaron Connaughton
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Crew
Director/Producer ⋅ Simon Challenger
Assistant Director ⋅ Jenn Striemer 
Stage Manager ⋅ Holly Krauchi 
Costume Design ⋅ Charlene Rowley
Costume Assistants ⋅ Shelley Boe, Anita Kitkowski, Val Patenaude
Props Mistress ⋅ Anita Kitkowski
Props Assistants ⋅ Carole Dagenais, Jeffrey Love
Sound & Lighting ⋅ Dean Anderson, May Goddard, Elliot Volpe
Choreog rapher ⋅ Cheryl Lea 
Fight Coordinator ⋅ Daniel Curalli
Intimacy Coordinator ⋅ Jacq Ainsworth
Set Design ⋅ Jeffrey Love
Set Builders ⋅ Chris Carver, Simon Challenger, Jeffrey Love, 
Steve Rowley 
Scene Artist ⋅ Bev Pride
Set Artists ⋅ Lauren Fisher, Anita Kitkowski
Set Painters ⋅ Chris Carver, Simon Challenger, Carole Dagenais, 
Jeffrey Love
Front of House Coordinator ⋅ Robin Perry 
Front of House ⋅ Carole Dagenais, Sadie Kelly, Heather Lee,
Frankie McLean, Rosalie Passmore, Robin Perry, Ava Wickens, 
Diane Tzingounakis, Laurie Wooley, Heather VanOene
Graphic Designer ⋅ Bianca Salazar ‑ estudiosalazar.ca
Publicit y Photos ⋅ Shannon Pauls
Videog raphy ⋅ Christina Waschko
MC ⋅ Derek Barnett, Caden Knudson
Fundraising ⋅ Tyson Aubin, Maria Carter, Carole Dagenais, 
Jeffrey Love
Pre-Show Entertainment:
Coordinator ⋅ Holly Krauchi
Maple Ridge ⋅ Caden Knudson, Holly Krauchi, Derek Barnett
Pitt Meadows ⋅ Graham Strang, Electric Dandelion, Derek Barnett 
& Holly Krauchi

Holly Krauchi ⋅ Stage Manager
11 years with Bard on the Bandstand, from being onstage 
to a backstage hand. Holly has loved every single part 
of being involved in this form of art. When they are not 
involved in a play, they strum ukulele at least once a day. 
They also have a collection of gnomes, that they give the 
very best possible home. A lot of work has gone into this 
show, it was truly exciting, watching it grow. From all of 
the cast and also the crew, we hope you enjoy The Taming 
of the Shrew!

Charlene Rowley ⋅ Costume Design
Charlene has been with Emerald Pig for 20 years, and 
costumed too many shows to count. She has won multiple 
awards for her work, not the least of which is the pair 
of Best Costume awards won for “A Particular Class of 
Women”, winning at both the Fraser Valley Zone and 
Mainstage festivals. Charlene uses her incredible talents in 
making sparkly costumes for exotic dancers, and working 
onset costumes in film and television, most recently for 
the show “Riverdale”. Period costumes are her favourite 
to create. With this year’s production being traditional 
Shakespeare, you’re in for a treat!

Jenn Striemer ⋅ Assistant Director/Servant/Swing
This is Jenn’s fifth production with Bard on the Bandstand. 
In addition to all of the fun and excitement of putting on 
a show, she truly loves the way Emerald Pig gives back, by 
making live theatre accessible and collecting donations 
for the Friends in Need Food Bank.  She couldn’t be more 
proud to work with such a great group.



Claire Aitchison ⋅ Biondello
Claire is excited to perform for the first time with Emerald 
Pig in Taming of the Shrew.  When not in rehearsals she 
can be found working on her novel and being a menace 
to her friends in a game of D&D.  She’s grateful for this 
opportunity and for all the people she has met and worked 
with along the way, and is especially thankful for her 
friends and family who continue to support her in whatever 
she decides to pursue next.

Henry Bartak ⋅ Baptista
This is Henry’s fifth straight theatre production. Excited 
about the opportunities that present themselves, I grab 
with both hands! A script, a character, a story. 
He feels very grateful for the invitation to play Baptista 
with this group of talented thespians. It’s the great 
community theatre family that he loves to be a part of. 

Steve Bradley ⋅ Vincentio
Steve’s first play with Emerald Pig was in 2009 when he 
played Stefano in Shakespeare’s “The Tempest”. Since 
then he has appeared in several Emerald Pig Productions 
including “A Christmas Carol” and “The Three 
Musketeers”. He has also appeared in “As You Like It” 
with Bard in the Valley and has appeared in several musical 
theatre productions with SPECC-tacular Productions 
Theatre Group. “The Taming of the Shrew” is Steve’s 
return to the stage after a five year sabbatical and he is 
looking forward to playing Vincentio.

Tyson Aubin ⋅ Servant
Tyson Aubin has been on stage for many Bard on the 
Bandstand productions. He is very glad to share the stage 
with this talented cast and crew. Tyson hopes you enjoy this 
show as much as he does.

Karla Scribner ⋅ Curtis
This is Karla’s 5th “Shakespeare Summer” with Emerald 
Pig’s Bard on the bandstand. This year she plays Curtis, a 
servant in Petruchio’s household where she enjoys getting 
into some mischief and having a rousing good time with 
the other hired help. Many thanks to the amazing Jenn and 
Holly for keeping us organized and Simon for his direction 
and vision.

Alex Severinski ⋅ Tailor
Alex is happy to once again be performing with Emerald 
Pig in their annual Bard on the Bandstand performance. 
They’ve been involved with theatre all their life, from 
high school productions to previous performances with 
Emerald Pig and more recently making their debut with 
the Geekenders. They hope you have a wonderful time and 
enjoy the show.

Michelle Stanley ⋅ Grumio
It just isn’t summer without Bard on the Bandstand. 
Michelle is happy to join this talented cast and crew for her 
third production with EPTS. Her recent roles include ‘Lady 
Sneerwell’ in School for Scandal (Stage43), ‘Goneril’ in 
ViKing Lear (EPTS) and ‘Cookie’ in Neil Simon’s Rumors 
(VP). Michelle offers gratitude to the Katzie Nation, upon 
whose traditional and unceded territory, our company has 
gathered to celebrate community and story.

Kevin Striemer ⋅ Officer/Servant
Kevin had his stage debut in ViKing Lear last year, where 
he was typecast as the “strong, bearded type”. He is excited 
to return this year and challenge his acting abilities as a 
officer and a servant (though both characters will have a 
beard...).



Maria Carter ⋅ Widow/Haberdasher/Servant
Maria has studied theatre and received her Bachelor of 
Fine Arts from SFU and then studied theatre at Capilano 
College, now University and received an Advanced 
Certificate in Theatre. She has been involved in the 
Vancouver Fringe festival and acted in shows overseas in 
England and Germany. She has been doing shows with 
Emerald Pig back in 2019 with “Three Musketeers” and 
this will be her third “Bard on the Bandstand” show.  
She is grateful to be part of this performance and thanks 
her friends and family for their support. Enjoy!

Angel Duran-Heon ⋅ Lucentio
All the world’s a stage… and Angel happens to be a player 
in today’s rendition of The Taming of The Shrew! No 
stranger to Bard, Angel’s version of Lucentio will show a 
different approach to lovers from his previous showings; a 
hopeful romantic hopelessly in love! In Padua do we set our 
scene, with familiar faces amongst the cast and a healthy 
dose of charming mania… for nothing quite savours the 
sweet like Shakespeare in the park! To that end and to all 
you grave citizens… our show is to close your evening up 
and offer great good times! Enjoy!

Lauren Fisher ⋅ Katherine
Thank you for embracing our love for theatre! Lauren 
is thrilled to be back on stage. Their favourite credits 
include Frenchy in Grease and Mrs. Webb in Our Town. 
Previously, they co-directed RENT at the University of 
British Columbia’s Place Vanier.  They have performed at 
Vines Arts Festival and premiered as a singer-songwriter 
at Ignite Youth Festival. Lauren is a poet, visual artist 
and a lover of learning (from history to physics to climate 
action). They appreciate their family’s steadfast support. 
Lauren thanks Stan Engstrom, their former drama teacher, 
for encouraging them to re-enter theatre as an adult. 
Dream on!

Sam Robert Muik ⋅ Petruchio
Sam Robert Muik marks his second season with Emerald 
Pig Productions and wishes his sincere gratitude to 
you, the audience, that makes time for the works of 
William Shakespeare. He has performed nationally and 
internationally on stage and screen, both as a dancer, owed 
eternally to his dear mentor and friend, Patti Fleming, and 
as a film actor, which would not exist without the help and 
support of his dear friend, agent, and business partner, 
Claire Myers. Look to the mountains, river, and for 
journals, or listen for music among the trees, and you will 
find Sam. Reciting Hamlet.

Aliocha Perriard-Abdoh ⋅ Bianca
Say hello to Aliocha Perriard-Abdoh, high school French 
teacher by day and improv enthusiast by night. This past 
Spring, she made her producer debut with the “M.A.S.H 
Improv Show”. Now, she’s trading lesson plans for scripts 
in her first-ever theatre role. When not educating teens 
or performing stand-up, she’s coffee-shop hopping and 
people-watching. Aliocha lives for the movie-moments. 
Running entirely on espresso, she’s set to captivate you 
on stage.

Robin Perry ⋅ Widow/Haberdasher/Servant
This is Robin’s 3rd performance with Emerald Pig and is 
once again enjoying the experience immensely, thank you 
Simon for the opportunity. When Robin’s not performing 
on stage you will see her doing Front of House/Concession 
and selling tickets for the 50/50 draws.



Georges Gracieuse ⋅ Gremio
Georges Gracieuse is excited to be part of the amazing 
“The Taming of The Shrew” production, as he was 
in “ViKing Lear” in 2022, and in “Port Moody 
Confidential: Glimpses” in 2022. Holder of a triple 
post-graduate degree in Philosophy, Social Sciences, and 
HR Management, he authored the books “The Bhagavad 
Gita: A Way to Liberation” (1998) and “A Jesuit Who 
Became Father: An Autobiography” (2022). In 2017, he 
had his first Credit as a film Actor in “Rocky Mountain 
Christmas”.  In 2023, he acted in “Never Let Go” and “In 
the Blink of An Eye”.

Shawn Jodway ⋅ Merchant
This is Shawn’s fourth Bard adventure, and the cast has 
gotten more and more bawdy, just as Shakespeare intended 
his plays to be. You are in for a controversial yet inclusive 
ride with this year’s production and I can’t wait to bring it 
to life in front of all of you.

Hayley Lavik ⋅ Tranio
Hayley is thrilled to return to the Emerald Pig family 
for her second Shakespeare production. After making 
her community theatre debut playing the doomed duo 
of Cordelia and the Fool in ViKing Lear (2023), she is 
excited to explore the comedic shenanigans of Tranio, the 
cocky servant who masquerades as his master. An author 
and lifelong Shakespeare enthusiast, Hayley loves being 
a part of Shakespeare the way it was meant to be enjoyed. 
She would like to thank the cast and crew for making Bard 
such a welcoming home, and her husband Kirby for his 
unfailing support.

Kirby Lavik ⋅ Hortensio
Kirby first discovered Bard on the Bandstand in 2023, 
when he attended almost every performance of ViKing 
Lear to support his wife. He enjoyed the experience so 
much that he was inspired to become part of the fun. 
This year, he makes his stage debut playing Hortensio, a 
scheming but inept suitor to Bianca. He hopes you enjoy 
The Taming of the Shrew as much as he enjoys acting in 
it. Kirby would like to thank Simon Challenger (director), 
Jennifer Striemer (assistant director), Holly Krauchi (stage 
manager), the entire cast and crew, and especially his wife, 
Hayley, for welcoming him into the world of community 
theatre.

Celia Muc ⋅ Servant
The Taming of the Shrew is Celia’s debut into the world 
of Shakespeare, however not into the world of community 
theatre.  Celia is from a family of performers, and has 
been involved in musicals by Gilbert and Sullivan, classics 
such as Fiddler on the Roof, and Pantomimes, the most 
recent being Camelot, by SPECC-tacular Productions 
Theatre Group. Along with theatre, Celia has volunteered 
her time as a cancan dancer for the Golden Spike Cancan 
Dancers Association since 2009. Celia hopes to continue 
her Shakespeare journey for many more productions with 
Emerald Pig Theatrical Society.

Kai Paquette ⋅ Nathaniel
Kai has been a member of Emerald Pig for years and has 
done both silent and speaking roles. He has also worked 
with various other local theatrical groups and is an avid 
supporter of the arts when not participating.


